
OPINIONOPINION
The

Edmond Sun
Oklahoma’s oldest newspaper

120th year | 19th issue
16 pages

Steve Paterson
Publisher
Ext. 122

spaterson@edmondsun.com

Lisa Shearer
Managing Editor

Ext. 110
lshearer@edmondsun.com

Karan Ediger
Advertising Director

Ext. 107
kediger@edmondsun.com

Alice Duree
Classified Manager

Ext. 105
aduree@edmondsun.com

Mark Gililland
Commercial Print &

Composing Manager
Ext. 144

mgililland@edmondsun.com

Richard Foster
Circulation Director

Ext. 161 
rfoster@edmondsun.com

Todd Short
Production Manager

Ext. 150
production@edmondsun.com

Business: (405) 341-2121
Fax: (405) 340-7363

Classifieds: (405) 340-7355
Fax: (405) 341-6327

Our mailing address
P.O. Box 2470

Edmond, OK 73083-2470

Our shipping address
123 S. Broadway

Edmond, OK 73034
Our Web site

www.edmondsun.com

Frequently
called departments

General Information: Ext. 100
Photography: Ext. 102

Business Manager: Ext. 104
News & Editorial: Ext. 110

Sports: Ext. 116
Commercial Print: Ext. 144
Display Advertising: Ext. 107
Creative Services: Ext. 120 

Circulation: Ext. 163
Legal Notices: Ext. 203

Archives, photo reprints and
back issues available.

The Edmond Sun (ISSN 1522-
5828) publishes a paid news-
paper daily Tuesday through
Saturday except Monday and
Sunday and all legal holidays
at 123 S. Broadway, Edmond,
OK 73034-3899.

POSTMASTER: Send change
of address to: The Edmond
Sun, P.O. Box 2470, Edmond,
OK 73083. Periodicals postage
is paid at the U.S. Post Office
in Edmond, Okla.
Entire contents copyright. 
Reproduction without permis-
sion is prohibited.

Correction policy
As a matter of policy, The
Edmond Sun will publish
corrections or clarifications of
errors in fact that have been
printed in the newspaper.
The corrections will be made
as soon as possible after the
error has been brought to the
attention of the newspaper’s
managing editor.

Subscription rates

Single copies
Week day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50¢
Saturday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.50

Member
Oklahoma Press Association

Southern Newspaper Publishers Assn.
National Newspaper Association

U.S. Suburban Press Inc.
The Associated Press

We welcome letters to the
editor. Submissions must be
signed, addressed, and must
include a daytime and an
evening phone number.
Please limit submissions to 350
words.  We reserve the right
to edit and correct all
submissions, although every
effort will be made to retain
the intended meaning of the
submission. 

Members of The Edmond
Sun’s Editorial Board are
Publisher Steve Paterson,
Managing Editor Lisa Shearer,
News Editor Drew Harmon,
Sun employee Dagmar Peery
and community members
Keith Weber, Chris H. Palmer
and Mark Nash. 

‘Put on the full

armor of God that you

may be able to stand

firm against the

schemes of the devil.’

Ephesians 6:11
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Republicans have filed
the first of what likely
will be a number of

corporate immunity bills
masquerading as “lawsuit
reform” during the
upcoming legislative ses-
sion. 

Legislators have filed
resolutions to call
statewide referenda on
capping noneconomic
damages and attorney
fees, and have filed relat-
ed legislation to do the
same thing. The resolu-
tions do not require the
governor’s signature.

Manufacturers of
unsafe products and dan-
gerous drugs, greedy
insurance companies that
would rather delay and
deny claims, and doctors
who routinely harm
patients all will be given a
free pass under corporate
immunity.

Although we don’t
believe handing a blank
check to corporate CEOs
and insurance companies
is good policy, the people
of Oklahoma may have the
ultimate say on whether

they or legislators run the
courts. It comes down to
whether Oklahomans trust
politicians or 12 of their

neighbors
to decide
what’s fair
when
someone
is injured
or cheat-
ed.

Debt
and busi-
ness-
against-
business
lawsuits
far out-
number
personal-

injury lawsuits Oklahoma.
Businesses will continue
to sue each other for huge
amounts of money, as
they regularly do, but
average Oklahomans soon
may lose that right. This
lays bare who really bene-
fits from corporate immu-
nity.

Republicans claim they
have voters on their side.
Yet Gov. Brad Henry was
elected twice — winning

by 66 percent in 2006 —
and has opposed the pro-
posed throw-the-baby-
out-with-the-bathwater
changes to the state’s legal
system.

True lawsuit reform
would involve greater reg-
ulation of the insurance
industry and stronger
oversight of the medical
profession. True lawsuit
reform would speed up
the legal system and
reduce its costs. True law-
suit reform protects
everyone, not just negli-
gent doctors and corpo-
rate CEOs.

Caps blatantly discrimi-
nate against the elderly,
the poor, ethnic minori-
ties, children and stay-at-
home mothers. Caps deny
justice to the most severe-
ly injured — those who
most need it and most
deserve it.

Contingency fees are an
essential, often-misunder-
stood part of protecting
ordinary Oklahomans.
Finding an attorney to
take a case on contin-
gency is the only way

injured and cheated can
afford to stand up to those
with nearly unlimited
resources and a refusal to
admit wrongdoing.

Rep. Dan Sullivan, R-
Tulsa, who works as a
Tulsa defense attorney
and has filed caps legisla-
tion, will no doubt contin-
ue to charge whatever he
sees fit while denying that
right to other members of
his profession.
Corporations will contin-
ue to pay untold sums to
their legal teams.

Capping damages and
attorney fees is an affront
to the free market and
fundamental fairness.
Insurance companies and
corporations will benefit.
Taxpayers will foot the bill.
Someone must pay when
Oklahomans are injured
too badly to return to their
normal lives.

Caps are a solution in
search of a problem.

JEFF RAYMOND is executive
director of OKWatchdog, an Oklahoma
City-based nonprofit consumer and
patient advocacy organization.

Republicans propose
corporate immunity

Jeff
Raymond

Guest Opinion

Did you know there is a
super secret hand-
book of instructions

for the political elite in
Washington, D.C.? It’s true.
This handbook gives
detailed instructions on how
to say you’re sorry when
caught breaking the law.

The Washington privileged
— along with their six-figure
salaries, free health care,
easy work schedules and
pension plans the average
taxpayer can only dream of
— are issued a secret gold-
embossed handbook titled
“The art of saying you’re
sorry after you’re caught
red-handed.”

Its subtitle: “The easy way
out of any jam.”

Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner right now is cling-
ing to his copy tighter than a
clam with lockjaw. He is so
thankful for the A-to-Z topi-
cal guide in the back of his
handbook.

This topical guide made it

easy for him to quickly scan
down and
go straight
to the topic
that
applies to
his particu-
lar situa-
tion. He
passed A =
adultery, B
= bribery,
D = drunk-
en driving,
and finally
arrived at
“T.”

Under
“T” is a list-

ing of key words such as
tipsy, turncoat, temper
tantrum, taking bribes and,
finally, TAX CHEAT.

Tim is referred to page 34,
which reads: “So, you have
been caught red-handed
cheating on your taxes. First
of all, don’t panic, because as
the late pioneer computer
scientist Grace Hopper said,

‘It’s easier to ask for forgive-
ness than it is to get permis-
sion.’”

“Remember, you are better
than other hardworking
Americans, and paying taxes
is for the little people. And
thank your lucky stars you
are not one of them because
if you were, you would have
been hounded day and night
by the IRS, your wages
would have been gar-
nished, and you would
have been found guilty and
thrown under the jail.

“The key in getting out of
this jam is to use the fol-
lowing words and phrases
(that would never work in
the real world) to describe
your cheating ways: ‘I made
an honest mistake.’ ‘I am
human.’ ‘It was an over-
sight on my part.’ ‘It was a
careless mistake.’

“You get the picture. But
remember, you must look
and act contrite, even
though we know your con-

trition is as phony as a
three-dollar bill and similar
to what someone once said:
‘A thief is sorry he is to be
hanged, not that he is a
thief.’”

“Above all, bear in mind
that your fellow elite will
back you up regardless of
their party affiliation. They
read from the same hand-
book. They realize the bell
may toll for them one day.

“So, let’s practice your
‘I’m sorrys’ as you look
down at the table and, if
possible, get a little misty-
eyed.

“Good. Now sheepishly
look at your inquirers and
say in a childlike voice, ‘I’m
sorrrrrry for the oversight in
not paying my taxes. I am
only human.’

“Very good. Now cheer up
and go testify, tiger!

“Oh, one more thing. That
‘raise your right hand, swear
under oath and tell the
whole truth thing.’ Forget

about that; it only applies to
the common folk.”

Tim smirks and thinks to
himself, “Thank you, secret
handbook, I can do that.
Dang, it’s good to be one of
the elite in Washington, D.C.
You can get away with any-
thing and all is forgiven, as
long as you say ‘I’m sor-
rrrry!’”

I for one will sleep better
knowing the treasury secre-
tary, who oversees the IRS, is
sorry for cheating on his
taxes all those years.

I am confident, as I am
sure you are, that if any of us
makes an “honest, innocent
mistake” on our taxes, Tim
and his band of agents will
cut us the same break he
received.

After all, all you have to do
is say you’re sorry.

ROBIN L. QUILLON is the publish-
er of The Tribune-Democrat in Johnstown,
Pa., owned by CNHI. He may be reached at
rquillon@tribdem.com.

For D.C. elite, just saying ‘sorry’ makes it all right

Robin L.
Quillon

CNHI News
Service

EDITORIAL
OTHER VIEW

The Tulsa World on the
Republican Legislature:

We congratulate Sen.
Glenn Coffee, R-
Oklahoma City, on

his election as the first
Republican president pro
tem of the state Senate. The
same good wishes go out to
Rep. Chris Benge, R-Tulsa,
elected as House speaker.

While the House has
been controlled by
Republicans for several
years this marks the first
time in state history that
Republicans also control
the upper chamber.

Coffee told senators that
the upper chamber would
be about ideas. We hope
that he will listen to ideas
from both sides of the aisle
because what’s best for
Oklahoma seldom breaks
down along party lines.

Already Democrats have
complained that rules
changes will stifle debate.

A bill, Nick’s Law, to
expand health insurance to
cover children with autism
— a measure that passed
the Senate four times last
session but failed to make
it out of committee in the
House — may never come
up for debate this session
because of a rules change.
We hope this is not the start
of cutting good ideas off at
the pass.

Senate Republicans again
will push for: Voter identifi-
cation at the polls.
Evidence suggests that
Oklahoma does not have a
major or even a minor
problem with voter fraud.

Creation of an Office of
Accountability. Do we really
need yet another layer of
bureaucracy?

Lawsuit reform. Be care-
ful what you wish for.

Making statewide elected
officials subject to a 12-year
term limit, which exists for
lawmakers. Why do we
need a law spelling out
what voters already can do
at election time?

Where are the agenda
items that will make life
better for the average
Oklahoman? Where are the
agenda items for reducing
poverty and incarceration
rates and making sure
every Oklahoman can
receive affordable health
care?

We only hope that when
the legislative session ends
Oklahoma will be a better,
not worse, place than when
the session started.

                


