
OKLAHOMA CITY — The
Oklahoma Foundation for
Consumer & Patient Rights is
now OKWatchdog.

The new name more clear-
ly reflects the Oklahoma
City-based nonprofit organi-
zation’s purpose.

“OKWatchdog will be
Oklahomans’ eyes, ears and
conscience at the Capitol, in
communities and in the
public forum,” Executive
Director Jeff Raymond said.
“What makes us unique is
that we are focused on
Oklahoma. Our neighbors,
our family members, our
friends all need a voice. Our
mission is to give them one.”

The name isn’t the only
thing to change.

The group’s Web site
www.okwatchdog.org
includes a large collection of
consumer information and
research and provides sim-

ple ways for concerned
Oklahomans to get involved.
With its cell phone-accessi-
ble companion site,
www.okwatchdog.org will be
available to Oklahomans
anywhere.

“Most of us don’t have the
time or knowledge to focus
on issues that could impact
our well-being,” Raymond
said. “We will continue to
provide Oklahoma-specific
resources to help people take
charge of their lives.”

OKWatchdog appears on
popular social networking
sites and nonprofit portals.
The group has profiles on
Facebook, MySpace,
LinkedIn, Change.org,
Idealist.org, YouTube and
Twitter.

OKWatchdog continues
the evolution of consumer
advocacy in the state. The
group began in 2005 as the
Oklahoma Center for
Consumer & Patient Safety. It
became the Oklahoma

Foundation for Consumer &
Patient Rights last summer.

Hospital patient advocacy
continues to be a major ini-
tiative for OKWatchdog.

According to a landmark
1999 report from the
Institute of Medicine, 98,000
hospitalized Americans die
each year and 1 million more

are injured due to preventa-
ble medical errors. Other
focus areas include identity
theft, protection of senior
citizens and product safety.
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7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.
at Boys Ranch Town 
5100 SE 33rd Street, Edmond
(405) 341-3606

No charge - donations are accepted.

 You are invited to

Boys Ranch Town 

Drive-Thru

Christmas
Pageant 

Friday, Saturday, 
& Sunday 

December 5, 6, & 7

Our Gift to You from the Children and Staff.

Let’s face it.
Your roller derby career isn’t really working out.

You’ve broken an arm and chipped 2 teeth.

Give it up.
Make some easy money

and call it a day
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couldn’t be easier. Call (405) 340-7355 to place your ad today.

To place your ad call
(405) 340-7355

or class@edmondsun.com

The Edmond SunCLASSIFIEDS

3 lines  - 5 days.  As low as

$10.00

www.edmondsun.com

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)
— One year after an ice
storm knocked out power
to a half million homes and
businesses in Oklahoma,
utilities are taking steps to
minimize the impact
should a similar storm hit
the state again.

Officials with the state’s
two largest electric utilities
— OG&E in Oklahoma City
and Public Service Co. of
Tulsa — say they have been
working to trim trees, bury
some power lines and
make a variety of improve-
ments to their distribution
systems. But both also
acknowledge there is little
that can be done to pre-
vent widespread damage
when a major ice storm
hits.

“Ice is the utility’s worst
nightmare,” said Brian
Alford, a spokesman for
OG&E, the state’s largest
electric utility, “typically
because it’s widespread
and very damaging to the
system.”

On Tuesday, OG&E plans
to file a request with the
Oklahoma Corporation
Commission to recover
$115 million in costs over
the next six years associat-
ed with system “harden-
ing,” a term used to
describe efforts to insulate
the electric grid from
severe weather.

Alford said the company
is placing lines under
ground in new construc-
tion, aggressively trimming
trees back from power lines
and installing “breakaway”
connections at power poles

that allow for quicker
restoration of power in the
event of a downed line.

PSO, which provides
power to about 525,000
customers in eastern and
southwestern Oklahoma,
also has targeted about 20
neighborhoods, mostly in
Tulsa, for burying trans-
mission lines that workers
had a difficult time reach-
ing after the 2007 storm.

“Typically, that’s going to
be lines that go along back
yards where we can’t get
our trucks back there to
work on them,” said PSO
spokesman Stan Whiteford.
“Those are the ones that
have a history of tree-relat-
ed outages.”

At least 29 people lost
their lives in the wake of
the Dec. 8 storm, which
knocked out electric power
to more than 640,000
homes and businesses
across the state. The storm
developed after a blast of
cold arctic air slipped
beneath an upper-level
system of tropical mois-
ture, so that rain froze and
became ice on contact with
the surface.

The storm was particu-
larly devastating because it
hit the state’s two largest
metropolitan areas —
Oklahoma City and Tulsa.
Electric lines and tree
limbs, coated with thick
layers of ice, came crashing
down, often dragging down
power poles and electric
meters attached to homes.

But Whiteford said the
storm also had the effect of
thinning out much of the

overgrown vegetation that
posed a threat to power
lines.

“Quite frankly, there was
quite a lot of tree damage
last year that thinned
things out quite a bit,” he
said. “It also allowed us
access to areas we might
not have seen.”

As for this year’s extend-
ed winter forecast,
Oklahoma is expected to
see warmer temperatures
and more precipitation
than last year, although it’s
impossible to predict if
conditions will be ripe for
another ice storm, said
Christine Riley, a meteorol-
ogist with the National
Weather Service in
Norman.

“It’s tough to say, because
there could be the occasion
where there is rain and
then a cold burst coming
down,” she said.

The average temperature
in November was 51
degrees, two degrees
warmer than the
November average of 49
degrees, and it reached 83
degrees in Oklahoma City
on Nov. 2, tying a record
high set in 1924, Riley said.

The National Oceanic
and Atmospheric
Administration’s 2008 win-
ter outlook shows a greater
than 50 percent chance
that most of Oklahoma will
be warmer this year com-
pared to last year. The
same projection shows the
northern half of the state
with a greater than 40 per-
cent chance of seeing more
precipitation than last year.

Utilities take steps to minimize ice storm damage
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David Rodriguez lowers a trimmed branch from a tree in Nichols Hills, Okla., Dec. 1. One year
after an ice storm knocked out power to a half million homes and businesses in Oklahoma,
utilities are taking steps to minimize the impact should a similar storm hit the state again.


